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The Archaelogical Mines park of San Silvestro 

Campiglia M.ma (Li) 
 
 
A journey into the heart of the land 
 
The Parks also offer archeomineral and industrial journeys that tell the story of a vast mineral land, 
rich in copper, lead and silver deposits. The Archeomineral Park of San Silvestro, which extends 
over 450 hectares on the northern hills of Campiglia Marittima , is characteristic of the close 
relationship between man and resources and between archaeology and landscape since the 
beginning. The tourist will experience a unique journey, on foot or in a little train  particularly 
popular with small children, through extraction and processing sites of the minerals, an activity that 
has continued from the Etruscan period until 1976. Visitors can discover the history of the mining 
activity by visiting the Temperino Mine , an evocative underground gallery revealing ancient mining 
techniques, and by taking a trip through the recently opened Lanzi-Temperino Gallery  on board a 
mines train. The Museum of Archaeology and Minerals, located in the Ticket Office building, 
houses an exhibition of useful minerals and rocks of the Campigliese and the display of some 
exhibits found during the digs of Rocca San Silvestro. From here the visit to the Park begins: an 
expert guide accompanies visitors in the Temperino Mine, to the discovery of the evolution of the 
techniques used for prospecting and extraction of minerals, and the beauty and charm of the 
underground world. 
Coming out of the Mine, there is a climb towards the area of the Earl Shaft , where the storyboards 
of the Museums of the Mining Machinery and the Miners tell the visitor of the last decades of the 
mining history, up until the mining crisis in 1976. 
The stories of the miners, captured on a video screened in the Morteo, the former canteen, 
introduce the visit of the Lanzi-Temperino Tunnel, where aboard a train, the journey of the minerals 
is retraced, from the mine of the Temperino Valley to the production installations of the Lanzi 
Valley . 
 
In the heart of the park there is the Rocca San Silvestro , a medieval village of miners and forgers 
from 10th and 11th Century AD, with the pur pose of exploiting the rich local reserves of copper  
and silver-bearing lead of the area. An itinerary with one-ofa- kind journeys through the remains of 
houses, the church, the cemetery, the residential zone and the industrial zone recounts the daily 
life in the Medieval period, the rapport of the inhabitants with the nobles and the ancient methods 
of metal-working. Radiant and proud, careless of the whipping wind, the Rocca towers above the 
surrounding countryside, proudly conserving its own “piece” of history. 
 
From summer 2008, the San Silvestro Archaeological Mines Park visit will include a visit to the 
Rocca of Campiglia Museum  situated in the historic centre of this charming medieval village. The 
ancient ruined castle dominating the Val di Cornia has recently been carefully restored and is now 
open to visitors. Panels provide the visitor with historic back-ground information, and the museum 
set up in the “dungeon” houses archaeological finds illuminating the daily life of the important 
medieval village of Campiglia. 
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How to get here 
The entrance of the San Silvestro Park is found, well-indicated, on the provincial road SP 20 where 
it connects San Vincenzo with the village of Campiglia Marittima (LI). 
Brown tourist signs are present at the San Vincenzo exit south of the SS Aurelia 1 bis, of the 
Aurelia state road south of San Vincenzo, on the road linking Venturina with Campiglia Marittima. 
 
Recommended clothing 
You are advised to wear clothing and shoes suitable for walking and head gear for the summer 
months. Inside the mines there is a constant temperature of 14°C all year round. 
 
Information – booking 
Ph. +39 0565 226445 
prenotazioni@parchivaldicornia.it 
www.parchivaldicornia.it  
 
 
It is a natural area Protected by Local Interest (L.R.49/1995). 
 
 
 
 

 
 


