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The Archaelogical Park of Baratti and Populonia 

Piombino (Li) 
 
 
An archaeological oasis amidst the sea 
 
Stretching over 80 hectares between the slopes of the promontory of Piombino and the Gulf of 
Baratti , the park is presented as a real open-air museum, glittering with ferrous slag which show 
the impressiveness of the industrial Etruscan village. The Park includes a significant part of the 
ancient town of Populonia , a unique Etruscan settlement  built directly on the sea, with its 
necropolises, the calcarenite quarries and the industrial working quarters. 
Populonia is a city with a long history and a vast territory covering land and sea. At the summit of 
the promontory are the remains of the first Etruscan settlement of Populonia are located, where a 
walk along the most ancient ridge of the wall will reveal unexpected panoramas. In the centre of 
the city, the monumental area can be found with Roman temples overlooking the square, at the top 
of the paved street, the façade of the “Logge”, the great terracing which for centuries has marked 
the landscape of Populonia. Picturesque sketches and detailed reconstructions illustrate the 
shapes and colours of the ancient city. In days of old, Populonia was famous for the production of 
metal, in particular iron, worked on the beach and in the immediate hinterland, which shines in the 
sunlight, is today the most tangible trace of the long-standing mining tradition of the city. Within the 
Park, the remains of the industrial buildings can be seen and a stroll on the beach enables the 
visitor to observe the site of an ancient forge.  
A network of itineraries links the town’s residential area and its temples to the industrial area and 
the San Cerbone necropolis  with its tumuli and sarcophagus and aedicola tombs (7th – 4th 
centuries BC) and the Grotte necropolis  with its chamber tombs dug into the quarry face (4th – 
3rd centuries BC). 
As in ancient times, the routes follow the original roads , crossing the woods and the 
Mediterranean scrub and opening up to unexpected views alternating over the Gulf of Barat ti 
and the Island of Elba . One of these routes leads to another landscape, that of Medieval times. 
The creation of the Archeological Park of Baratti and Populonia is the successful result of 
collaboration between the Heritage and Cultural Activities Ministry, Piombino town council, and a 
team from several Italian universities which have worked together so as to piece together and 
explore our understanding of this small, but extraordinary, part of Tuscany. The State, the Region, 
and the Municipality of Piombino have entrusted the management of the Park to Parchi Val di 
Cornia SpA thanks to a recent agreement on the co-ordination and integration of activities 
promoting and enhancing the cultural heritage of the area. 
 
Experimental Archaelogical Centre 
Archaeology “takes shape” in the creative laboratories of ceramic and polished stone  at the 
Center of Experimental Archaeology. At weekends in spring and every day in summer, under the 
guidance of experts, adults and children can try out ancient techniques of stone working and 
pottery making. Using ancient tools made of wood, stone and bone, visitors are shown how to 
make small objects of both every day and ornamental use. 
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How to reach the Park 
The Park of Baratti  Populonia is located within the Gulf of Baratti, which can be reached from the 
provincial road of the Principessa SP 23 joining San Vincenzo to Piombino, with ample signposting 
in place. Brown directional tourist signs are present at the San Vincenzo exit north of the SS 
Aurelia 1 bis, on the entrance road to Piombino (at Fiorentine), on the road Aurelia 1, one km north 
of Venturina. 
 
Visits to the Park 
The Park has two access points: one over the bay of Baratti, and one located in the old town of 
Populonia. At both sites it is possible to obtain information and get the tickets. In spring and 
summer, there is a public bus which provides a shuttle service. 
 
Recommended clothing 
It is advisable to wear shoes which are suitable for walking on rough, dirt tracks, and long trousers 
as protection against the undergrowth. 
 
Information – booking 
Ph. +39 0565 226445 
prenotazioni@parchivaldicornia.it 
www.parchivaldicornia.it  
 
 
It is a natural area Protected by Local Interest (L.R.49/1995). 
 


